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ship, and one of the* was on the point of making an
end of the Duke, when the faithful Eitter von Podewils
rushed from the kitchen, spit in hand, and transfixed
the heathen with the weapon in question. He was then
told that he might ask a favour, and he begged to be
invested with the land surrounding Crangen'J Castle
(about four kilometres from Varzin as the crow flies), in
the vicinity of which, at that time, there was a great
deal of forest and game. Subsequently this estate was
considerably enlarged, per fas et nefas, by the Counts
Podewils, who repeatedly held the helm of State, and
were consequently powerful and influential. At the
commencement of the present century, however, the
estate, which had dwindled away again, passed into the
possession of Herr von Blumenthal, who, in 1814,
received the title of Count. The estate, further reduced
in the interval by the sale of Chorow, was purchased
from a member of this family by the Imperial
Chancellor in the spring of 1867, out of the national
grant bestowed upon him by the Prussian Diet for his
services in the reorganisation of German affairs.

At that time the property, the area of which had
been reduced from over 100,000 acres to something
more than a fifth of that extent, included, in addition to
Varzin, the estates of Wussow, Pudiger, and Misdow,
together with the farm manor of CharlottenthaL Since
then the Prince has been at pains to gradually extend it
by purchase. In 1868 he acquired the Selitz estate,
and in 1874 he bought back Chorow, which had been
sold by his predecessor, so that the total extent of his
landed property here, at the present time, is some
30,000 acres.

But the Prince has not only added to his little
realm, but he has also been an active and circumspect